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From the (Hartford, Con.) Religious Inquirer, 





Mr. Editor,— Having lately received aJetter from a 
Baptist friend, relative to the sentiments and practices 
of Universalists, it is my wish to set him right in some 
particulars, and by your leave, I shall do it publicly. 
1 the rather prefer this method, because I am satisfied 
that he would not willingly misrepresent our senti- 
ments, particularly to me; and as many are probably 
less informed on the subject, it is an evident duty to 
disabuse them, by displaying our real sentiments, and 
attempting a justification. If such be your opinion, 
I will in this number, commence the publication of 

FRIENDLY LETTERS TO A BAPTIST. 
Letter I. 


My dear Friend,—I have carefully and repeatedly 
read your epistle relative to the sentiments and prac- 
tices of Universalists. A portion of; your remarks are 
superfluous, because they are predicated on the sup- 
posed influence of sentiments which we do not profess. 
Some others are directed against a course of conduct 
to which we plead nof guilty. I shall first endeavor to 
rebut the allegations which are made without the sup- 
port of facts, and afterwards acknowledge the correct- 
ness of the remaining charges, and plead the truth in 
justification. I grant, indeed, that I have written, for 
years, in defence of the doctrine which it is my happi- 
ness to believe, but I do not recollect an instance in 
which I have used ridicule, for ] am not persuaded that 
it is always the test of truth. I am not guilty of using 
means to prevent the distribution of the Scriptures ; 
but i have thought, and I do still think, that the Amer- 
ican Bible Society is improperly conducted, and | con- 


sider if an engine by which much evil may be entailed 
on our coeatry. History furnishes the most dreadful 
lessons, relative to the abuse of influence, when pos- 


sessed by a privileged clergy ; and these lessons are 
It may be well to add, that the fun- 
damental principles of the standing orthodoxy of the 
day, are the same as those professed by the clergy to 
which we have already alluded above. 

We are charged by you with refusing to others, that 
food for the mind by which they might profit. So far 
is this from the fact, that it isthe very reverse. A sin- 
gle instance may suffice. Our pulpits are free for oth- 
er denothinations—Our publications for their corres- 
pondence. As to the renovating influence of the Holy 
Spirit, the Spirit of Truth, we believe in it as fully as 
youdo. We are firmly persuaded that this Spirit frees 
the mind from the bondage of superstition. and trans- 
lates us from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom 
of light, and peace, and joy. You judge that those 
who arrogantly disbelieve that which they cannot com- 
prehend, are blind leaders of the blind. My impres- 
sion is, that he who would palm ou another a tenet al- 
lowed to be incomprehensible, is indeed a blind leader. 
The scriptures no where inculcate the importance of 
a blind assent to any proposition, without the aid of the 
understanding. Their language és, come and let us 
reason together. Depend upon it, the moment a sys- 
tem requires the prostration of the rational faculties, it 
is divorced from the volume of inspiration. Mystery, 
unhallowed mystery, is the first title of the mother of 
abominations, and has crimsoned whole nations with 
the blood of the human race. 

You suggest that we are much in fault, in our oppo- 
sition to Missionary and Tract Societies. If you would 
convince us of this, use the weapon of the scholar,— 
the pen: but do not abuse both it and us. Convince 
us that the Missionaries knew what the gospel ts, be- 


wrillen in blood. 


fore we are called upon to send them to christianize 
others. Persuade us, that they are clothed in the gar- 
ments of salvation, and that they are shod with the 
preparation of the gospel of peace. Assure us by logi- 
cal deduction, that those who are unfit to teacha 
country school, will be able to bring the wilderness of 
the heathen mind to the enjoyment of the fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ. Show us by sound 
argument, that the doctrines which have laid the fair- 
est portions of the earth in ruins, and under whose aus- 
pices, brethren have been nursed up to be mutual 
butchers, will bless the savages ofthe forests with a 
different and a belter fruit. Then, and not sooner, can 
| we gather with you in the Missionary harvest. 

| But what effects have the doctrines commonly. be- 
| lieved accomplished, within cur own knowledge? Let 
the reports of Societies answer. A description of the 
profligacy of the citizens of Boston and New York will 
afford a fair, but a dreadful answer, if true ; if nol 
true, what shall we say of the people who send out 
these réports? The profligacy of these places might 
furnish a sample of the lax manners of the Hindoos, but 
not a contrast to them. 

Tracts, being scattered on the same principle which 
disperses Missionaries, are liable to the same objec- 
tions. Many are uflerly false, and known to be so by 
those who aid in their publication.and distribution. 
Of this] can give you ample proof when you wish it. 
Is, or is not, this a sufficient objection? 

My opinion of what are called revivals, or reforma- 
tions bas pot yet been chanzved. ftounsider them gen- 
erally, as the fruit of an excitement, as foreign fiom 
Christianity, as was that which led to the crusades.— 
Means are used, and combinations formed, partaking 
more of the mercantile spirit of the times, than of the 
simplicity of the gospel. When vofes are taken in 
public assemblies, and a system of rules laid down for 
accomplishing these purposes, as they hare been, even 
by those of your denomination, it looks more like the 
bungling workmanship of man, than the operation of 
that wisdom which is without partiality. The whis- 
pering and the anxious meetings, particularly for fe- 
males, and those in unseasonable hours—the means us- 
ed to sever husbands and parents from the affection 
and obedience due from wives and children—are some 
of the unhallowed fruits of a system, which we are 
called on to support, under the pains and penalties of 
contempt in this world, and endless misery in the next. 
Call on me to support these charges, and I am ready. 
One circumstance frequently connected with the pub- 
lictty of revivals, is worthy attextion. They often ap- 
pear first in papers remote from the scene of the refor- 
mation. From what motive this proceeds, I do not 
pretend to say; but I do say, that these accounts are 
frequently inflated so far beyond the truth, that people 
in the vicinity have obtained their first knowledge of 
the circumstance from publications issued two hundred 
miles off. As the immediate cause of such excitements 
sometimes leaves them, the animal passions most gen- 
erally return to a point below the ordinary level, in 
which situation we learn, that the Lord has left the 
place. Your friend, MENTOR. 


NEW UNIVERSALIST MEETING HOUSE. 


We are happy to give notice that our breth- 
ren in NANTucKET, have determined on building a 
Meeting-house, and have appointed agents for that 


purpose. 





a ee ee 





a ee oe 


NO, 30. 


ay 
FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 











THE WICKED. 


These are a class of people about whom much is 
said; and as so much is said about them, it is more im- 
portant that we rightly understand who they are.— 
When a clergyman in his pulpit preaches about God"s 
hatred of the wicked, or the future retribution of the 
wicked, he does not consider himself to be one of them, 
nor do his hearers suppose he means for them to class 
him among them. ° So when pious people, as they are 
often called by way of distinction, talk about the dan- 


|ger of the wicked, their pity toward them, they most 


evidently do not mean themselves: their minds and 
their eyes are on other people. When they read in 
the Bible threatenings of punishment on the wicked, 
they feel perfectly secure, they have no emotions of | 
fear, except now and then for those poor, pitiable crea- 
tures on whom such dreadful woes are denounced. 

Now I would ask (and would to God I could do it 
in a way to excite attention) whether it is not high 
time to endeavor to put a stop to such a method of 
talking and acting? ‘The Bible represents all men as 
being wicked; and this representation agrees with 
matter of fact: all men are wicked. If the clergy 
would remember this, and those who call themselwes 
the pious part of community, they would not talk upon 
the damnation of the wicked-in th re state with 
so much indifference g@ they have manifested with rey’ 
spect to the welfar the wicked. They have re- 
peated time after time, the. threatenings of punishment 
recorded in the scriptures; but the fhought never 
came into their minds that such have any reference to 
them. No. And here is where the great mistake 
lies. They do in reality belong to that very class of 
people with whom they think they have no more con- 
nection than Christ hath with Belial. 

Now some divine who has long been venerated fo 
his piety, says, I have been born again; I have made 
a profession of religion; surely I am not one of the 
wicked. Yes, thou art. And this very endeavor 
to exculpate thyself shall prove thee so. Job says, ‘If 
I say I am perfect, it shall prove me perverse.” Pant 
after he had been born again, after he had professed 
religion, says, ‘* This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom Iam chief." Thisis a 
right disposition to cultivate. He who, when he went 
ap to the temple to pray, smote his hand upon his 
breast and said, ‘*God be merciful to me a sinner,” 
received the approbation of God. 

These remarks wil] shew that all men are interested 
in what the scriptures say about the wicked; and 
they are made with a hope that christians of all denom- 
inations will henceforth cease to speak about them 
with so much manifest indifference. Ricwanns. 


—D - Coee 


From the Christian Telescope. 


‘A FEARFUL THING.” 


“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the lir- 
ing God.” Heb. x. 31. 


We have been solicited to give an explanation of 


‘these words, because of their supposed difficulty in re- 


lation to the doctrine of universal salvation. They 
are frequently quoted to support the sentiment of end- 





less misery, and are used as a starting poiut, or exor- 
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dium to the most passionate appeals to the feelings 
and feats of the youthful parfof community, whom 
tradition has taught to apply them to a future state of 
indescribable suffering. 

After repeating this passage, it is customary for 
speakers to take for granted that it is descriptive 
of the miseries in another world, and to proceed in por- 
traying to the imagination of their hearers the most 
frightful picture of what they call the future destiny 
of the wicked, until the passions of the timid and un- 
suspecting are wrought up to the hightest point of ex- 
citement! 

Withoat calling in question the rectitude of their 
motives, we may justly inquire, by what authority they 
so apply the text under consideration? Does the 
apostle apply these words to a future state? Has he 
apprized the reader, either in the text or context, that 
he was giving a description of the eternal destiny of 
the wicked ?—No such pretence, we think, will be set 
up by those who have carefully examined the passage 
and its connexions. . 

In the preceding verses, the apostle was cautioning 
his brethren against a relapse into their former errors, 
by reminding them, that if they indulged in wilfu: sin 
after they had received the knowledge of the truth, 
they could not be restored by the offering of a sacrifice. 
as was the case under the Jewish dispensation, wheu 
those who transgressed against the law of their religion, 


now inquire what support this doctrine derives from 
the text under consideration:—Is it suggested, that, 
“to fall into the hands of the living God,” implies 
falling under his severe chastisements? We readily 
grant it ;—and subjoin, in the words of Solomon, **My 
son, despise not the chastening of the Lord, neither be 
weary ofhis correction: for whom the Lord loveth, he 
correcteth, even as a father, the son, in whom he de- 
lighteth.” Prov. iii. 11, 12. 


ment of endless misery ; unless the love ofa kind Fath- 
er would induce him to inflict never-ending forlures up- 
on the tender and dependant object of his affections! 
which is a conclusion too preposterous to require a 
serious refutation. For collateral proof, and an entire 
confirmation of the benevolent design of God in the in- 
fliction of chastisemeut or punishment, the reader is re- 
quested to peruse with care and attention, the follow- 
ing passages of scripture—Deut. viii. 5. Jobv. 17. 
Psalms xc. 10, 11, 12. cxviii. 18. Heb. xii. 5—11. 
No doubt it will now be said by some of our readers, 
that although this course of reasoning upon the divine 
testimony, is both useful and just, yet the evidence 
would be more satisfactory, were there any example in 
the scriptures which clearly illustrated and supported 
the position here laid down: That however cogent our 





reasoning may be, it cannot impose an obligation to 


and were desirous of returning, might be restored to abide by any conclusion, unless it be clearly iaid down 


(heir forwer condition by the use of a sin-offering ; 
that certain puvishment awaited their (‘he christians’) 
apostacy ; and which he declares to be ‘* a certain fear- 
fal looking for of judgmeut and fiery indignation, which 
shall devour the adversaries..> That a fearful lovking 
for of judgment and fiery indignation is now the pun- 
ishment of those who knowingly and wilfully trangress 
the wholesome rules of the gospel, is attested by the 
experience of all those, into whose hearts the true light 
hath shined. 

The apostie then proceeds to summon one of the 
most prominent and daring transgressions of the Mosaic 
jaw, and contrasts the punishment of its perpetrator 
with that which would inevitably be experienced by 
those who abused the sublime instructions and blessings 
of the gospel. ‘* He that despized Moses’ law, died 
Without mercy (or reprieve) under two or three wit- 
pesses: Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, 


‘shall he be thought worlhy, wio hath trodden under 


foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 


‘covenant, wherewith he was sanciified, an unholy 
"thing, and hath done despite unto the. Spirit of grace 2” 


Whoever will indulge a moment’s rational reticction, | 
enemies three months; or to that of suffering under a 
{ 


will see that the punishment of the transgressor of Mo- 
ses’ law could not be that of endless misery ; for were 
this the fact, a greater punishment could not be in- 
flicted. Bat the apostle speaks of a still greater pun- 
ishment, which awaited those who sinned under the 
light of the gospel. The highest degree of punishment 
threatened by the law of Moses, against the rebelious 


subject, was DEATH: St. Paul speaks of a sorer pun-' 


ashment, to be experienced by such as abused the in- 
structions aud privileges of the NEW and BETTER cov- 
ENANT. Every one, who is in any good degree ac- 
quainted with the power of language, will discover 
that this form of expression contains a comparison be- 
tween the two kinds of punishment mentioned by the 
apostle: And if the degrees of comparison be admitted 
in these two cases, they both must be limited: for that 
which is finite, aud that which is infinite, will not, 
strictly, admit the degrees of comparison. Hence the 
conclusion follows, that both the punishments here 
mentioned must be finite aud limited, though the latter 
is more severe than the foruer. ‘hat, uader the Mo- 
saic law, was corporeal—but that, under the gospel 
dispensation, is mental, or of the mind; and may, 
therefore, be more severe than any temporal! affliction. 

ifaving shown that the preceding context gives no 
support to the doctrine of interminable wo, we may 


but | in the volume of truth—And if such evidence could be 


adiluced in the present case, all dispute about the 

meaning of the text in question would be at an end. 
Itis happy for us that we are furnished in scripture 

with a case directly in poiut, and which frees the ex- 


; planation we have given of this text from all suspicion. 


The example to which we ailude is found in 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 14. From which it appears that David had caus- 
ed the people of Israel to be numbered, coutrarv to the 
command of the Lord; and that the prophet Gad was 
sent to offer the kiug his choice of three punishments ; 
namely, to have stren years of fumine in the land, or 
to be driven before his enemues three months, or to be 
visited by three duys pestilence. ‘The choice which the 
king oi Israel] made on that occasion, will clearly ilius- 
trate the teat which stands at the head of this article. 
** And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: 
let us now fall into the hand of the Lorn; for his mer- 





icies are great: and let me not fati into the band ot 


; uvan.”? 

+ Can any man, possessing but a common share of intel- 
lect, suppose that David would have preferred falling 
;into the haud of God, to that of being driven before his 


seven yeais famine, provided he thought that endless 


misery was the consequence of falling into the hand of | 


‘his Maker? Would he not rather have been driven 


‘before his enemics all the days of his life, or lived in! 


perpetual famine? There can be but one sentiment 
iv auswer to these questions. 
ern professors make ase of such language to give coun- 
tenance to a doctrine which stands oppoted to the 
character of DIVINE GOODNESs, and is in every way re- 
pugnant to the most benevolent feeling and desires of 
all good men? 
their minds of the scarcity of evidence to support their 
hypothesis. 

It was, indeed, a fearful thing for the king of Israel 
to fall into the hands of the living God; but it was not 
so much to be dreaded, as that of falling into the hands 
ofmen! Iu the one case, he hada plenitude of mercy 
for his dependence : in the other, he had no mercy to 
expect from the furyof his enemies. Were the Deity 
an unmerciful lyrant, it would be infinitely better to 


stem the impetuous torrent of human fury, than to fall, 
into his hands: But the adorable goodness of the great, 


Creator is a subject of grateful reflection, even under 
the severest afflictions and chastisements of his hand— 
** For the Lord will not cast off forever; but though he 






cause grief, yet will he have com 
the multitude ofhis tender mercies,” 
By the aid of the divine testimony, we prese 
. . are 
with a delightful vision of the mercy and jade a 
God, blended in infinite harmony and perfection, tex 





Why then should mod- | 


We think it must be a conviction in |! 


dering his rebukes in the severest Chastisements for th 
suppression of iniquity, and revealing the stand desi ' 


: ‘ miei o] 
of his grace for the reconciliation of al] things 


to him. 


The desigu of chastise-| self! Let man, then, fear the red, and Hin who hath 
ment or punishment is too plainly set forth in this text | appointed it; nor flatter himself that the evil day is 
to need any comment; and it ably refutes tne senti- | afar off! * Por the wages of sin is death ; and there is 


no peace unto the wicked.’ 


The sinver’s heart is like the troubled sea, 
Where waves of anguish beat! where wisery, 
In ail her dread array, her dark attire, 
Erects her ihroue, and lights her diswal fire ! 


FOR THE UNIV ERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
t 





A LETTER T0 THE 
REV. ABNER KNEELAND, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Boston, January 15; 1825. 
Dear Brother,—Such have been my engagements 


, and labors for some time past, that I have not, until 
within a few days made it convenieut to acquaint my- 


self with the character and merits of the discussion be- 
i tween yourself and the Rev. W. L. W’Calla; but hav 
| ius obtained au opportunity, 1 have satisfied myself 
| that I owe you my thanks tor the patient, learned, tem 
re rale, and thorough arguments with which you have, 











jin all iustances, compleiely circumvented the wicked 
, craft of your opponent, and prostrated his blasphemous 


' 
‘doctrines. May heaven reward you, my brother, and 


_vess fromm the minds of men, and in bringing them to 
love, adure, and obey our Father who is in heaven; 
| who will have all men to be saved and to come unto 
And may your faithful 


long Continue your usetuluess in removing moral dark- 


‘the knowledge oi the truth. 
labors not only convioce many, but serve “+ ap exam- 
} ple for others to imitate, to the honor of that name in 
which our fellowship is established. 


Yours aifectiouately. Hosea BALLot, 


EP) a 


— 
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THE PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON. 
The parable of the prodical son ts unquestionably 
in-tractive and interesting which the 


one of the most 
Bible contains. The circumstances are so familiar, 
the narratioy: is so natural and easy, and the characters 
/are so well supported, that [ never have read it with- 
out mech pleasure. Another thing which has given 
|) me a strong liking to it is, it represents the dealings of 
our heavenly Father with his erring children in a most 
| just and amiable point of view. I have wondered how 
' Calvinists or Arminians could read it without seeing 4 
| reat contrast between it, and the doctrines they be- 
Neve. 

There are three prominent characters in the parable ; 
the prodigal, his father, and the elder son. By the 
first and last of these, two kinds of sinners are repre- 
sented, and by the conduct of the other the disposition 
and conduct of God towards sinners are made known. 
My design is to run through the parable, paying atten- 
tion to the two first of these characters, with the par- 
ticular object of noticing the disagreement papa 
things said concerning them, and some tenets © aah. 
by many are regarded as fundamentals of christian 40 
trine. i 

The prodiga], as many young men are now, was , 
ious to be released from the government of his father 
house, and become the sole directo , 
‘cerns. When away, his wickedness increased, 


| 


rof his own con- 
he lit- 




















‘also that of filial confidence. 











ed riotously. And it should be observed he did not | 
find sin a very pleasurable employment; * he wasted 
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see that all its main circumstances are directly oppos- 
ed to doctrines geuerally received among christians, | 


de tne ice ee 





“© 


nis substance,” ** he spent all,” ** he began to be in: cannot hesitate a moment to reject those doctrines.—— 


want.” 


every one who spends money in high living and amuse- | 
ment without any regard to his income. Let it be ob- 
s¢rved too, that we are not informed the young man’s | 
nature was Changed, when he became a sinner, and, 
so, of course, we are not, that it was, when he repent-_ 
ed. Neither was it the fear of eternal punishmeut | 
which converted him, and yet his conversion is repre- | 
seuted as being genume. We are not informed he had! 
any realizing seuse that his father would be just to cast 
him off forever, or that he himself was willing to be 
damned to all eternity for the glory of his father. But 
his language, while it is that of sincere repentance, is 
** 1 will arise, and go to 
ny Father, and will say uicbo him, Father, Lhave sinned 
egainsi heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy 
do be called thy-son: make meus one of thy hired ser- 
qanis.’ Llere we find him expressing no fear lest he 
should not be received; and although he thought 
he was not werilhy to be called son, yet he docs not 
cousider the relation destroyed, for he said, ‘1 will 
arise and go to My Father”? 





The Father was mentioned as being a prominent 
character in the parable. Let us observe then, what. 
cannot well be said without tautology, that the father | 
was the fubier of the prodigal. Ie acknowledged the 
‘* Por this my son was dead, and is alive 
Iie was his son when he was dead, and when 


relation. 
again.” 
he became alive again. ‘lhe fact that sinners are the | 
children of God, although it is totally opposed to the 
opinion of many christians, is well supported by the 
scriptures, * Return, 

backstidiag children.” Observe also, that ithe Fath- 
er loved his’ sinful child. 
peck, and kissed him.” 
®pinton that God hates sinners; that they are under 


To rebellious [srae!, God s: it 


** fle ran, and fell on his, 
This is opposed to the general | 
* his wrath and curse.”? ‘The death of Jesus was in- 
teuded to commend the love of God to sinners. Paul 
says, ** Christ died for the uxcodly.” ** But God com- | 
mendeth his Jove toward us, in that, while we were yet | 
sinmirs, Christ died for us.” 
there was no sacrifice, or persuasion used to make the 
Father willing to receive his child. 


Observe aguin, that | 


It has been said, | 
that it was necessary for Jesus to die to appease the | 
wrath of God; that he intercedes with him to be gra-| 
cious to sinuer: ; and that, if Jesus had not died, God, | 
in his wrath, would have sent us all to a place of eter-, 
balto:ment. But if this be true, are the dealings of. 
God with sinnors justly represented in the parable ?—- 
Iu this case, we might expect that the Father would 
have set in his house, sour and sallen, uniil the son 
caine and prostrated himself before bim, and begged 
reception. That he would have said, *-egone, thau 
rebel, thou sinner, from my presence. Thou shalt bear 
my eternal wrath.’ We might expect that a servant 
orsome one would have come in, and interceded for 
the prodigal, and offered to bear the wrath in his room 
and stead. But nothing like this was introduced.— 
Every thing bears another aspect. When the prodi- 
gal “ was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and 
had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kis- 
sed him.” He begins to tell his father, what he, when 
he formed his resolution to return, concluded that he 
would say; but his father, as though he were impa- 
tient to bless him, interrupts him by saying ‘* to bis 
servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him ; 
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.”— 
It should be observed too, that there was nothing said 
about punishing the prodigal after he returned. By; 
Which we learn that he received a full recompence for 
all his iniquity at the time he was wicked. 

When I consider that this parable was spoken by 
one who came into the world for the very purpose of 





bearing witness to the truth, and, at the same time, 


These things were the unavoidable conse-| But when in addition to this, [ find the explicit testi- 
quences of hi» conduct; and they wiil be the fate of | 


mony of all the inspired writers agreeing with the in- 
structions given by Christ, I cannot but feel it my du- 
ty to do all in my power to persuade mankind from be- 
lieving those doctrines. J.et us then, fellow men, 
have confidence in God, who owns us as his children, 
even while we are sinuers. ‘ Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; an4 
let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon.”? RicwaRDS. 
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SOME INQUIRIES, 
CONCERNING WHAT IS COMMONLY CALLED THE 
LAST JUDGMENT. 

MATTHEW XKV. 


(Continued from page 116.) 


It is one of the most important labors, to which, 
what is now called, the christian ministry is directed, 
to urge the people to the consideration of religion, 
with a view to be prepared to meet their judge at the 
solemn and awiul tribunal, which our preachers con- 
tend is set ioith in this 25th chapter of Matthew, 

Our queries on this sulject, have already called up 
the questions, why Jesus Christ did not deliver these 
parables to the Jews, nor direct his disciples to state 
to them their substance? or why the disciples, in 
their mmistry aflerward never preached this last judg- 
ment to the people as their master had preached it to 
them? 

By a careful attention to the manner in which this 
general subject was introduced, and to the order in 
which the wisdom oi the Saviour directed it, we may 
very easily dispose of the foregoing queries, and ar- 


‘rive at a satisfactory understanding of the several-par- 


ables under consideration. 

This general subject begins in the 20d chapter, 
which contains a denunciation on the religious cne- 
mies of Christ, such as scribes, pharisees and doctors 
of the law, and on the city of Jerusalem. The two 
followihg particulars the reader is requested to keep 
in recollection: Let, That those on whom the Saviour 
denounced the judyments of heaven, he repeatedly 
called hypocrites; and 2d, Phat he assured them, 


_verse 36, that the judgmeut which he denounced 


would be executed on that generation. 

When Jesus had ended his communication to the 
rulers of the jews, and to all the different characters 
whom he addressed, as stated in this 23d chapter, he 
weut out and departed from the temple. He had now 
finished his ministry, as it respected the jews, and de- 
livered to them his lact message. And who ever will 
carefully read this chapter, will marvel at the plain 
dealing with which Jesus treated those dignified pro- 
fessors of righteousness, on whom he denounced the 
righteous judgments of God. As he departed from the 
temple, his disciples came to him, for to show him the 
buildings of the temple. And Jesus said unto them, 
see ye not all these things? Verily | say unto you, 
there shall not be left here one stone upon another 
that shall not be thrown down.” ‘This declaration 
concerning the temple was evidently connected with 
what he had just before delivered to the scribes, phar- 
isees and doctors, in the temple, in hearing of his dis- 
ciples; for Jesus had just beiore closed his statements 
to the jews, by speaking of the desolation of their house. 
The account proceeds in chap. xxiv. verse 3d, ** And 
as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came 
unto him privately, saying, tell us, when shall these 
things be? Aud what shall be the sigu of thy coming, 






' 





jneant that they should watch ! 


-1T9 
and of the end of the world ?” The reply of Jesus com- 
mences with the 4th verse of this 24th cha)*>r, and 
continues to the end of the 25th chapter. Beginning 
with the 4th verse of the 24th chapter, Jesus, in his 
reply, speaks of the destruction of the Jews aud their 
city, together with the signs which should precede 
that most terrible event, until he comes tothe 36th 
verse. Inthe 34th verse he assured his disciples that 
that generation should not pass away till all the things 
of which he had been speaking should be fulfilled.— 
The reader is requested duly to notice, that this de- 
claration is evidently connected with the one made 
just before, which the reader has already been request- 
ed to keep in mind, viz. that the judgments denounced 
on the Jews should be executed in that generation. See 
verse 36th of chapter 23. There is another circum- 
stance which we do well to notice here, and that is, 
that among the things which Jesus told his disciples 
should take place in that generation, his coming in his 
glory, &c. is included. See verses 30, 31 of chapter 
24. And it is also necessary to remark, that this com- 
ing of Christ is the same as set forth in the last parable 
of the 25th chapter which our divines are in the habit 
of calling the last, and the general judgment. As I 
have elsewhere, and in a number of instances, shown 
that the parable of the sheep and goats was spoken to 
represent the rejection of the Jews and their disper- 
sion, and the reception of the Gentiles to the privileg- 
es of the gospel, I deem it unnecessary to labor to sub- 
stantiate this application in this place, further than to 
request the reader to notice that the coming of Christ, 
set forth in the parable of the sheep,and goats, is the 
same Coming of which mention is made in the preeed- 
ing chapter, and which Christ said should take place 
in that generation. Whoever will carefully notice 
this will be fully satisfied that our divines are incor- 
rect in applying the last parable in chapter 25, toa 
future jadgment. 

Let us now return to the order of the account in 
chapter 24. See verse 36. ‘* But of that day and 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, 
but my Father only.” The Saviour then proceeds to 
compare the event which he had been relating to 
that of the flood, and at the 42d verse, begins a spe- 
cial exhortation to his disciples. ‘The reader will 
keep in mind, that Jesus was speaking to his disciples 
only, and alone. He says; ** Watch, therefore, for 
ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But 
know this, that if the good man of the house had known 
in what watch the thief would come, he would have 
watched, and would not have suffered his house to be 
broken up. Therefore, be ye also ready; for in such 
an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.” 
Here again is the same coming of the Son of man of 
which Jesus speaks in the Jast parable of the 25th 
chapter, which our doctors constantly apply to the 
last judgment in the future state. But who will un- 
dertake to account for their mistake ? Do they sup- 
pose that Jesus meant to exhort bis disciples, there on 
the mount of Olives, to keep up a constant watch, look- 
ing out for the coming of the Son of man nntil some 
period of time which is now future? Do they suppose 
that these’ disciples have, ever since the interview 
which they had with Jesus privately on the mount of 
Olives, been looking for his coming? Nearly eighteen 
hundred years have passed away since Jesus told his 
disciples that he should come with powerand great 
glory in that generation, and exhorted them to watch 
that they might be duly guarded on the occasion ; and 
our divines contend that he has not come yet! And 
to keep along with their error, they now come forward 
with these exhortations, which Jesus delivered to his 
disciples ia private, and insist that Jesus meant to ex- 
hort us, in this day to watch for his coming! And if 
things go on as they have done, after we have watch- 
ed all the days of our lives, the generations which may 


come upon the stage hereafter may be told that Jesus 
' 
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because his coming would be at a time when, if they 


-the holy scriptures, now urging the exhortations of Je- 


evil servant shall say in his heart, my Lord delayeth | 


and shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion 


120 | 


It is possible that the reader may wish to ask why 
Jesus *xhorted his disciples to watch. The answer is, 





were not watchful, they might least expect him ; and 
also because the coming of which he had spoken to 
them was for the desolation of Jerusalem, and if they 
were not on their guard they would be shut up in the 
city by the armies of the Romans. Look back to verse 
15th and on; ** When ye, therefore, shall see the 
abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, stand in the holy place (whoso readeth let 
him understand) then let them which be in Judea flee 
into the mountains: let him which is on the house top 
not come down to take any thing out of his house ; 
neither let him that is in the field return back to take 
his clothes. And woe unto them that are with child, 
and to them that give suck in those days! But pray 
ye that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the 
sabbath day. For there shall be great tribulation, 
such as was not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be.” That his disciples 
might watch and make their escape from Jerusalem, 
at the day and hour of danger, Jesus gave them these 
warning and exhortations. It is truly humiliating to 
hear our divines, who pride themselves in their learn- 
‘ing and in their high attainments in the knowledge of 





sus to his disciples, respecting their escape from the | 
destruction of Jerusalem, on the people of our day, as 
if we were in danger of being shut up in that ancient 
city by the Romans who destroyed it nearly eighteen | 
hundred years ago! 

Let us return to the account as it proceeds in order. | 
See verse 45 and on:-** Who then is a faithful and- 
wise servant, whom his Lord hath made ruler over his | 
household, to give them meat in due season? Blessed 
is that servant whom his Lord, when he cometh, shal! | 
find so doing. Verily I say unto you, that he shall | 
make him ruler over all his goods. But and if that | 


; 
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his coming; and shall begin to smite his fellow ser- | 
¥ants, and to eat and drink-with the drunken, the Lord | 
of that servant shall come in a day when he looketh 


not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware of, 


with the hypocrites; there siall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” The reader will now call up 
what he was requested to remember, viz. that Jesus 
called those on whom he denounced the judgments of 
heaven, in the 23d chapter, hypocrites, by which it | 
appears that the divine teacher intended to signify to | 
his disciples, that if they neglected their duty, got off | 
their watch and proved unfaithful to his cause, he 
would, at his coming, appoint them their portion with 
those hypocrites on whom they had just heard him de- 
nounce destruction. These disciples were appointed 
rulers over the household of their divine Master, to 
give to his household their meat in due season; and if 
they proved faithful, he promised them promotion; 
but if they should prove unfaithful, he would devote 
them to the same destruction which he had just 
denounced on his enemies, the Jews. This general in- 
timation would properly apply, not only to those disci- 
ples who were then present, on the mount of Olives, 
but also to others, who should, in their day, be em- 
ployed in the gospel ministry. H. B. 





(To be concluded in our next.) 


Progress of Liberal Principles. 


We understand that the Dutch Reformed Church in 
this city have passed a resolution, that hereafter, per- | 
sons wishing to leave them, and join the Universalist 
Church, shall be dismissed and recommended to it in 
the same manner aste apy other christian church. 





N.Y. Christ, Inquirer. 
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INVOCATION TO WINTER. 


From polar worlds, where endless frost 
Has chain’d the ocean to the coast, 
Parent of storms, chill Winter! rise, 
And roll thy clouds o’er southern skies. 
On GREENLAND’S hills, of cheerless white. 
Descend, in mingled storm and night ; 
Burst her tall rocks, with frightful roar, 
And show’r their fragments o’er the shore. 
Thence rushing on the dark’ning waves, 
Where Hunson’s flood in fury raves, 
Thine ice-fields call, o’er midnight seas, 
To their tremendous revelries. 
Sweep o’er the mountains, from the shore 
Of bleak and barren LABRADOR ; 
And sailing down the frozen globe, 
Spread out thy thick-wrought snowy robe 
On CANADA’S extended scene, 
And Bruwnswicr’s hills of evergreen ; 
Till, last, amid our southern skies, 


Thy black’ning tempests, frowning, rise. 


Come, Winter, come! and bring again, 
Health, vigor, pleasure, in thy train. 
The town shail pour its joyous bands, 
In flying cars, along the lands ; 
Who, as they glide o’er hill and dale, 


| Shall breathe fresh vigor from thy gale. 


Open Mirth and lively Glee, 
Dance and Revel wait on thee ; 
Labor looks with cheerful smile, 
And even Drudgery rests awhile. 
But chief, O Winter, with thee bring 
Thy long and hallowed evening. 


| Soon as the short-liv’d day is past, 


We'll close the door and shutters fast ; 
The blazing fire shall light the room, 
And books or friends the night consume ; 
While still, with ceaseless sigh, and slow, 
Descends, without, the drifting snow. 


Come, Winter, come! and with thee bring 
Tby long ayd hallow’d evening. MaRrevs. 





Charity Lecture Postponed. 


The Ladies and Gentlemen of Charlestown and vi- 
cinity, are informed that in consequence of the inclem- 
ency of the weather on the 2d inst. the Lecture which 
was to have been preached at the Universal Charch, 
by the Rev. Mi. Streeter, of Boston, before the ‘ Fe- 
male Benevolent Society,” is postponed to the next Sab- 
bath evening, Jan. 16, when the services will be per- 
formed as before advertised. Sermon by Rev. S. 
Streeter, several select pieces of Music by the Choir, 
assisted by the Harmonic Society, and a collection will 
be taken for the benefit of the poor. To commence at 
6 o’clock.— Centinel, 


ba } 
To Readers and Correspondents. 


** Candour”’ will find Mat. xxv. explained in the fol- 
lowing parts of Magazine :—Vol. I. pages 94, 100, 108, 
128.—Vol. II. page 182.—Vol. V. pages 96, 97, 101. 





MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


By Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. Davis C. Ballard to Miss Jo- 
sephine T. Dow. 

By Rev. Mr. Palfrey, Mr. Joseph Warren Homer, jr. 
to Miss Rebecca Baker. 

By Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Benjamin B. Hubbard to 
Mrs. Sarah Cushing. | 

In Roxbury, by Rev. H. Ballou, 2d. Mr. Pardon Al- 
bee of Sutton, Mss. to Miss Lampetia Fecham of Rox- 
bury. Mr. William Davis to Miss Lucy D. Mayo, both 


of Roxbury. 





DIED IN THIS CITy, 


Charles Anthony, child of Mr. Char 
Waterman, aged 20 months. Miss Eliza a : 
Miss Elizabeth Weld Andrews, aged 13, only dagh 
ter of k&, T. Andrews, Esq. Miss Jase W i 
Attwood, daughter of Capt. Joseph -A, aged 17, 
Rachel Tilden, aged 50. Mr. Edward Jenkins, former 
iy of Scituate, aged 84. Mrs. Lucy Williams. Mrs, 
} 





Jane Thomas, aged 70. 


In Portland, Me. on the 23d ult. Mrs, 
| STREETER, consort of the Editor of the Chia 
 telligencer, after a distressing illness of 46 days, aged 
, 40 years, 5 months, and 17 days. luring the whole 
of her illness, Mrs. 8. retained the full exercise of her 
mental powers, and manifested the most untirine pas 
‘ience, unShaken fortitude, and constant resignation 
, As often as inquired of, she was able to express in 
‘confidence in the wisdom, benevolence, and perfection 
_of the divine administration. To her apprehensi 
death was wholly disarmed of his terrors. Tho 
‘one of the most tender and faithful: mothers, she resign. 
ed two daughters and four sons, into the hands ofa 
/ merciful and all-pervading Providence, without reluc 
tance, or even anxious concern. Tenderly belovedas 
.she was, by her relations and intimate friends, and 
t highly esteemed by a numerous circle of acquaintan- 
}ces, no labored portraiture of character is necessary 
, to perpetuate the remembrance of her amiableness, ber 
|vertues, and her worth. She ‘ being dead, yet speak. 
jeth.”? The following expression of heartfelt esteem 
and affection, is presented, as the contemplated Ip- 
scription to her memory. 


** Farewell fond heart, till that momentous hour, 
When the imprison’d soul shall burstaway, 
And meet thee in some sweet celestial bow’r, 
Enwrapt in splendor of eternal day.” 


At his residence in Shoreham, on the 15th Oct. af- 
ter a short illness, the Hon. Coarurs Ricw, aged 53 
years, a Representative from this State in the Con 


gress of the United States. Uy the death of this excel- 
lent and valuable man, the comnirnity have expe 
rienced a loss whic! will long be deplored. ‘ A more 
upright and usef ember than he was does not re- 
main in the house of iicxresentatives. He wastrulya 
usiness man ; and ia p> lc and in private life, honor 
ed, respected, and love il that knew him.” From 
an early period of life, |:« was a firm believer, and ep- 
en defender of the universal «race of God, which bring- 
eth salvation unto ald mc Christ. Reposiory, 

In Holliston, Mes. on the 25th Dee. Mrs. Ruopa 


Barern, who, for many years was an unwavering ber 
liever in the doctrine of Universal Salvation. She 
died as she had lived, with a strong faith, notwith- 
standing the attempts of her religious opposers to shake 
it, while on her death bed. It gave her hope in her 
death. She was a woman of inflexiliiry in her virta- 
ous course. Her large circle of relations are com 
mended to the consolations of God, which are neither 
few nor small. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 


A SERMON, delivered at Hartford, Con. on Wed- 
nesday, Aug. 18, 1824, at the Dedication of the new 
Universalist Meeting House. By If. BAxtov, of Bos- 
ton. ‘Text, Haggai ii. 6, 7. 

Just received and for sale at this Office, Memous 
of General LA’ FAYETTE, with an account of 4 
visit to America, and of his reception by the people o 
the United States, from his arrival August 15th, to the 
celebration at Yortown Oct. 19th,,.1824. Price $1. 


Also, a SERIES of LETTERS in DEFENCE ef 
VINE REVELATION. Between H. BaLiou ane 4 
KNEELAND.—Price $1. 


Also, for Sale, A Letter to a Friend, on what is com- 
monly denominated the “* FALL OF ADAM,” yas 
all his posterity is supposed to have caught the aN 
called “ORIGINAL SIN.” By GEoRGE ‘THATOH 
late Justice of S. J. C. of Massachusetts. aa 

Se 
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Cash received-on account of the Universalist M 


00 
Mr. Samuel Thayer, Randolph, Mass. $ 5 00 


John S Malden, Mass. 
ohn Sprague, . aENRy BOWES: 





January 15, 1825. 














